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Federal Bureau of Investigation 



Washington, D.C. 20535 
September 11, 2013 

MR. JASON SMATHERS 
MUCKROCK NEWS 
DEPT MR 6628 
POST OFFICE BOX 55819 
BOSTON, MA 02205-5819 

Request No.: 1227493-000 

Subject: MEMORANDA OF 

UNDERSTANDING AND MEMORANDA OF 

_ AGREEMENT 
Dear Mr. Smathers: 

This is in response to your Freedom of Information/Privacy Act (FOIPA) request reqardinq 
Memoranda of Understanding and Memoranda of Agreement. 

■ .. I h r ™°L P ^P™^ s for access t0 Government records where the records sought are "reasonably 
described [Title 5, United States Code, Section 552a(a)(3)(A)]. Your letter does not contain enough 
descriptive information to permit a search of our records. In accordance with Title 28, Code of Federal 
Regulations, Part 16.3(b), please provide us more specific information. Any information that would help 
locate the records with a reasonable amount of effort would be appreciated, such as complete names of 
individuals, organizations or events, dates and places of birth and the approximate time frame of the 
information sought, etc. 

Enclosed for your information is a copy of the FBI Fact Sheet. 



Sincerely, 

David M. Hardy 
Section Chief, 
Record/Information 

Dissemination Section 
Records Management Division 



Enclosure 



FBI FACT SHEET 



The primary function of the FBI is national security. 

The FBI does not keep a file on every citizen of the United States. 

The FBI was not established until 1908 and we have very few records prior to the 1920s. 

FBI files generally contain reports of FBI investigations of a wide range of matters including counterterrorism 

5sras*g$sr^ pubiic cor ™ p,ion ' *• ri9hts ' ~ ^ *<* cMnsrsc- 

The FBI does not issue clearances or non-clearances for anyone other than its own personnel or oersons 

diffZntrr 5 f ' n Back 9 round investigations for security clearances are inducted b man? 

1Z1~ 7 nt agen ? es - w PerS ° nS Wh ° received 3 clearance while in the military or employed with some 
£1X1 onT* • a ? 8nq ! sh °f u contact that Most government agencies have websites which are 

accessible on the internet which have their contact information. 

An identification record or "rap sheet" is NOT the same as an "FBI file." It is a listing of information taken from 
ngerpnn cards and related documents submitted to the FBI in connection with arrests % rS^mToIment 
naturalization or military service. The subject of a "rap sheet" may obtain a copy by submitting a Z en^equest to 

wit Zin^iesol So mati °^ SerViCeS . (CJ1S) DiV ' Si0n ' R6C0rd Request ' 1000 Custer Holl^ Road Srg 
West Virginia 26306. Along with a specific written request, the individual must submit a new full set of his/her 

fingerprints m order to locate the record, establish positive identification, and ensure that a^d^i?rSr5 are 

r'lS t0 TK unauthorized P erson - The fingerprint submission must include the sub jec\ " name date 
and place of birth. There is a required fee of $1 8 for this service, which must be submitted by monev oTde'r or 
certified check made payable to the Treasury of the United States. A credit card wSX^^Sable 
Forms for this option and additional directions may be obtained by accessing the FBI Web site at 
www.fbi.gov/about-us/cjis/background-checks/background_checks. 

The National Name Check Program (NNCP) conducts a search of the FBI's Universal Index (UNI) to identify anv 
information contained ,n FBI records that may be associated with an individual and provides the results of S 
search to a requesting federal, state or local agency. Names are searched in a mL^^Sn^^d 
phonetic spellings to ensure all records are located. The NNCP also searches for J'maSS 
reference" files. A main file- is an entry that carries the name corresponding to the subjeciof a file wh ° S a cross 
reference is mere y a mention of an individual contained in a file. The resutts from a search o?this maqnituSe can 
result in several "hits" and ",dents" on an individual. In each instance where UNI has identified a name variatk, Tor 
reference, information must be reviewed to determine if it is applicable to the individual in questfon 

The Record/Information Dissemination Section (RIDS) searches for records and provides conies of FBI film 
responsive to Freedom of Information or Privacy Act (FOIPA) requests for information RIDS provides responsive 
STS?? req K eSterS Seekmg " reasonabiv descri bed information." For a FOIPA BB^^SiS^S^ 
T^T^Z^^^""- *~ iS ™ a ~ -stigative file. ?£ Sed 

FOR GENERAL INFORMATION ABOUT THE FBI, VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT 

www.fbi.aov 
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